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In their social and governmental systems the
Guaymis are unusual. Each household has its own
head-man, although he Is not always the patriarch of
the family group, but may be regarded as the head
of the family because of his Intelligence, his ability
or merely because he Is a general favorite. The heads
of the various houses are subject to sub-chiefs elected
by them, and gather in council and consult with the
latter on all local matters of importance. Each of
these sub-chiefs may be In virtual control of a num-
ber of houses covering a wide area and all are sub-
ject to three ranking hereditary chiefs, each in charge
of a definite section of the tribal territory, Finally
there Is the supreme chief or Montezuma who oc-
cupies the position of emperor or king and rules all.
But only upon the rarest occasions or for some
matter of paramount importance do the ranking
chiefs call upon Montezuma for a decision or support,
and comparatively few of the tribe have ever seen
their king.
The Guaymf religion Is basically a modified sun-
worship, the belief being that the sun is the visible
manifestation of a supreme deity who rules the uni-
verse, while the moon and stars are lesser deities, each
controlling certain matters and destinies, an ar-
rangement so similar to their own form of govern-
ment that we may reasonably suspect that one was
patterned after the other. In addition to these major
spirits, every mountain, river and natural formation,
as well as trees, rocks, vegetables and all living crea-
tures are thought to have their own special "gods" or
spirits, all of whom are subject to the special spirit
controlling human beings and their destinies. Un-